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CRIME AND ROAD SAFETY - STREET LIGHTING 

2072. Dr E. Constable to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

With regard to crime and road safety, I ask - 
What would be the effect to the community if street lighting was turned off at 1:00 am each day? 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
Turning off street lighting at 1am could potentially result in increased crime and deteriorated community safety. 
Good lighting in any form, whether it is in the street or on private property, is an essential element in preventing 
crime, particularly in relation to the perception of crime. All night street lighting makes people feel safer within 
their community and can contribute to public safety by improving visibility, increasing the risk that offenders 
will be detected and recognised. Increased street lighting can also increase the general surveillance of an area 
and enhance public confidence. 
The Office of Crime Prevention has advised that recent UK research provides a strong indication that improved 
street lighting can cause a reduction in crime. The Home Office publication "The Effects of Improved Street 
Lighting on Crime : A Systematic Review" noted: 
"The conclusions showed that improved lighting should be included as one element of a situational crime 
reduction programme. It is an inclusive intervention benefiting the whole of a neighbourhood and leads to an 
increase in perceived public safety. Improved street lighting is associated with greater use of public space and 
neighbourhood streets by the community" (2002 ). 
In regards to road safety, many Australian and international studies and reviews on the effect of street lighting 
show that adequate lighting decreases crash rates. There are particularly clear benefits for vulnerable road users, 
such as motorcyclists, bicyclists, elderly road users, children and pedestrians (especially intoxicated pedestrians). 
Turning the street lights off at 1:00 am would be likely to increase the number of incidents involving these road 
users. 
While less crashes occur between midnight and 6:00 am, road users are at increased relative risks at these times. 
There are fewer people on the roads but statistics show they are more likely to crash. Turning off the street lights 
at 1:00 am would be expected to impact on this group of already vulnerable road users.  
 


